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ranged. It would still proceed, because it is the comment interest of the
Nation that it should, and all the means are in practice.
Revolutions, then, have for their object a change in the moral condi-
tion of Governments, and with this change the burden of public taxes
will lessen, and civilisation will be left to the enjoyment of that abun-
dance of which it is now deprived
In contemplating the whole of this subject, 1 extend my views into the
department of commerce. In all my publications, where the matter would
admit, I have been an advocate for commerce, because I am a friend to
its effects. It is a pacific system, operating to cordialise mankind, by ren-
dering Nations, as well as individuals, useful to each other. Aw to the mere
theoretical reformation, I have never preached it up. The most effectual
process is that of improving the condition of man by means of his in-
terest; and it is on this ground that I take my stand.
If commerce were permitted to act to the universal extent it is capable,
it would extirpate the system of war, and produce a Revolution in the
uncivilized state of Governments, The invention of commerce has arisen
since those Governments began, and it is tin* greatest approach towards
universal civilisation that has yet been math? by any means not immedi-
ately flowing from moral principles.
Whatever has a tendency to promote the civil intercourse of Nations
by un exchange of benefits, is a subject as worthy of philosophy as of
politics. Commerce is no other than the traffic of two individuals, multi-
plied on a scale of number; and the same rule that nature intended the
intercourse of two, vshe intended for all For this purpose she has distrib-
uted the materials of manufactures and commerce in various und distant
parts of a Nation and of the world; and as they cannot be procured by
war so cheaply or so commocliously as by commerce, she has rendered
the latter the means of extirpating the former.
As the two are nearly the opposite of each other, consequently* the
uncivilized state of the European Governments is injurious to commerce.
Every kind of destruction or embarrassment .serves to lessen the quan-
tity, and it matters but little in what part of the commercial world the
reduction begins. Like blood, it cannot be taken from auy af the parts,
without being taken from the whole mass in circulation, and all partake
of the loss, When the ability in any Nation to buy is destroyed, it equally
involves the seller. Could the Government of England destroy the com-
merce of all other Nations, she would most effectually ruin her own,
It is possible that a Nation may be the carrier for the world, but she
cannot be the merchant. She cannot be the seller and buyer of her own